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As time passed Silindu's family began again to
enter into the ordinary village life. It was natural,
therefore, that the hesitation which the villager
might have felt to take a wife from the family died
down before Babun's example. People who live in
towns can hardly realise how persistent and violent
are the desires of those who live in villages like
Beddagama. In many ways, and in this beyond all
others, they are very near to the animals; in fact,
in this they are more brutal and ttncontrolled than
the brutes; that,* while the animals have their
seasons, man alone is perpetually dominated by his
desires.
Hinnihami, both in face and form, was more de-
sirable than any of the other women. It was about
a' year after Babun and Punchi Menika began to
live together that proposals began to be made about
her. There lived in one of the huts, with his old
mother, a man called Punchirala. He was a tall,
thin, dark man, badly afflicted with parangL The
naturally crafty look of his face had been intensi-
fied by an accident. When a young man he had
been attacked by a bear, which met him crawling
under the bushes in search of a hive of wild bees
which he had heard in the jungle. The bear mauled
him, and had left the marks of its teeth and claws
upon his cheeks and forehead, and partially de-